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Jan. 4, 1996
M CH ELECTS BOARD MEMBERS AND OFFICERS
MISSOULA -The Montana Committee for the Humanities, the state affiliate of the National Endowment
for the Humanities, has elected two new governing board members and presiding officers.
New board members Frederick Skinner ot Stevensville, a history professor at The
University of Montana—Missoula, and R. Oakley Winters of Bozeman, dean tor outreach at
Montana State University—Bozeman, began four-year terms on Jan. 1.
Jennifer Jeffries Thompson of Helena is the committee's new chair, and Margaret Knox of
Missoula is vice chair. Elections were held at the board s November meeting.
Skinner has taught Russian and eastern European history at UM since 1973, specializing in
the changing political situation in Eastern Europe. He also teaches and writes on music historv
and in 1991 participated in "Beethoven: The Age of Revolution and Restoration, a National
Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute. He’s a former member or the Montana
Committee for the Humanities Speakers Bureau and an MCH teacher institute instructor. In 1991
he received an MCH service award for his work in public humanities programming.
As MSU’s outreach dean, Winters is responsible for the Bums Telecommunications Center,
the Office of Extended Studies and the Extension Service's programs. He is an ex officio member
of the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Task Force on Telecommunications and a former board member ot
the Gallatin Valley Literacy Council. Before moving to Montana in 1992, he’d been executive
-more-
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director of the North Carolina Humanities Council and co-director for the V ision Carolina Project,
which pioneered the use of interactive television among universities and secondary schools.
Thompson is a museum educator and historical project consultant currently working on a
multistate NEH community history project. She was curator of education at the Montana
Historical Society for 15 years. As the committee’s new chair, Thompson replaces Jamie Doggett
of W hite Sulphur Springs, who held the post for three years.
Knox is a free-lance writer whose work has appeared in Smithsonian magazine, Sierra
Magazine and the Los Angeles Times Magazine. She is currently working on a historical novel set
in Spanish California.
UM President George Dennison, MSU history Assistant Professor Mary Murphy and
Twylla McPherson of Glendive retired from the board Dec. 31.
MCH is based at U M ’s Missoula campus and provides grants and services for public
programs in the humanities throughout the state.
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